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he fomily romE8ntite celling is paiated In e st
calling art Wke that in the Poris Opero Housa?™ says Av
vases affached to the celling, encompasses spaciol ¢
catnet, Barcelona in anather camer and a postial
Invitations. The storyfine of the pointing was cr
Paim Beoch. Gauze curtains frimmed with mustan
the toom. The wolls ore a pale yellow stiaw colog
ffrom Itoly. “The client was scared of using the bold rc
ploins Avanzato. The bar stools, armehik ond soto are
£ In 0 soothing blue-striped linen-cotton. The large o
bt signed Mhograph by Motc Chogall. This wolls hov

B 1HE BOCA RATON OBSERVE

» Visitors" infroduction 10 the house is the elegant
Toyer, painfed lavender biue, then covered with o
white glaze ond combed to subtly bring out the
lavendet. The painted rug on ook floors wos cop-
led from one of the Gesigner's antique rugs. The

The hand-biown red gloss on the fable Is from
Venice. The foble s cherry with a marble fop. The
antique gilded minor s from England; the glass
hurricane lantern hanging rom the celing s rom
Los Angeles. “The color polefte of the foyer Is
Important, It s the enfry fo all other rooms, the
first chapter fo a book.” says Avanzato.

E =
VINCENZO AVANZATO

TEXT B
CHERYL BLACKERBY

TROY CAMPBELL

A Coral Gables Home By The Bay
Gets A Glamorous Makeover

asigned by famed Palm Beach architect John Volk, this splendid waterfront
Coral Gables house has an enviable location in the prestigious Gables
Estates next to Biscayne Bay. Far from the downtown high-rises, the own-
ers can relax in the striated shade of tall coconut palms on the sparkling
white man-made beach or enjoy the bay views from the stunning living
room, which comfortably seats 22 people.

The house, which has been in the same family for years, got a spectacular make-
over inspired by the owner's recent marriage. And, of course, his gift o his
bride—a Renoir pai d a suitably sophisticated setting.

13 q

Miami designer Vincenzo Avanzato, known for his high-end residential projects
and his interior designs for horels in Egypt and Dubai and boutiques in Paris and
Milan, was called in 1o give the 1960s-vintage house a renovation that blended
classic and modern,

The spectacular makeover includes bold colors such as buttercup yellow and
fuchsia, French antiques mixed with ¢ de fi and a jaw-drop
ping Marc Chagall-inspired painting thar covers the ceiling in the family room

and chronicles the family’s special events and international travels.

MARCH 2012 69



g ! i
S - l t

[ l ‘ .:‘ b “The design will start

with an armchair, a

\_ )’ / sofa, a mirror and

then we start putting
the pieces fogether.”

= Vincenzo Avanzalo, inferior designer

] “I thought the house was well designed. The
ceiling heights of 10 feet were perfect and the
room proportions were perfect,” says Avan-
zato, “The rooms flowed like antechambers
keading from one space to another.”

A formal foyer, centered with a paint-
ed rug on a glossy oak floor, offers the

choice of the family room to the right,

dining room to the left, and beyond to
the living room and a large covered ter-
race with caprivating bay views.

-
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The designer built a lot of wood moldings,
chair rails and paneling to add a rradixional
backdrop to an otherwise modem interior.
Avanzato describes his design as “a very
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comfortable, eclectic mix of tasteful, clas-
sic furniture in the righ scale.”

His house designs start with “reconnais-

sance tours—he and the clients visit design
centers and fumiture shops to see what they
like. “The design will stare with a chair, a
| | sofa, 4 mirror and then we start putting the

A The soft yeliow walis and chair fobrcs provide o fattering glow
for visitors Invited 1o o sumptuous evening meal. The two end
chalrs, slip-covered In buttercup yellow, are by John Saladino.
The side choirs were designed ond fabricated by Avanzato. The
19th-century French 8-foot-long mahogany fable has gleaming
bross ormolu, The walls in the dining room and throughout the

— house were painted with Old World trompe I'oll fechniques but

- — with @ modern, glomorous spirit. Green paint went on the walis,

w ‘ _—s followed by lorge purple flowers and finally, a white gioze was
C— =

h— spreod over the paint ond combed through so flowers oppeor

The libegry Is on Inviting toom In whith to-relax with o book in
one of the comfortoble chairs in front of the fueplace (not
shown here) ond.perhops sip an ofter-dinner cognoc. Chalrs
argientoductions of 1930s Lucien Rollin fumiture, uphoistered

- The room’s originol wood panels were refus
-polished. The French antique desk, with giit
ed from Daniels Antiques In Hollondale
holr in front of e desk s trom Maple and
hind the desk is from Nagel Antiques. The
ed dropes hove theatrical tes pulled
cungins. The rug Is on antique Turkish
om Odobashian Rugs in Dania

—
WUy
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very subtie. On the table ore toll wine decanters from England,
Baccarot crystol glosses and crystol Chompogne flutes from
Englond. The Wiishire chandetier is mode with wood and gesso
In 22-karat distressed gold. In on adjocent alcove with windows
on three sides is o small table for infimate dining.

«The sleek buffet timmed with gitt bronze ormolu, @ repro-
duction made in France, does double duty os o proctical serv-
Ing space tor wine and liquor or for desserts, and odds o touch
of Old World elegance. The butfe! s fopped In marble with
plum colors that you don't find anymore. An ontique French
mirror bock panel offers glimpses of the dining room and re-
flects light. Antique English sterling-silver serving pleces, crys-
tol glosses ond mojestic vases foll enough for long-stemmed
flowers odd chorocter.
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pieces together. The synergy of a couple
is very delicate, too, T always try o make it
equal so both people are happy.” he says.

The Italian-born, Great Britain-raised Avan-
zato speaks Iralian, Spanish, French and
sh, and brings European sensibilities,
ish rradinonalism and American mod-
emism to his designs. He was more than a
match for the home's illustrious history,

"Don’t decorate

around art. The
paintfings should

is the Pigie-Auguste Rend come in at the
@ Famme,? It was a gift tros . ¢ '5..‘ |OS1 fﬂomenf. AFT
. is very personal.”

~Vincenzo Avoreato

gl'coot of gloze was opplied 1o give an Old Workd ambi-

d was custom-mode by e designer. The velvet heod-

o yeliow; the ining of the bedspread is pole green, and

e 16p of he bedsprecd s i brocads. The choit ks o lightweight ; : 2
woal from Donghia. Tha desk was custom-mode by the designer, who went 1o Palm Beach in the 19205
ond the desk chalr Is by John Solodino, The lamp is crafted of Vene- and created some of the town’s most re-
tian hand-blown gloss from Donghilo, The billkowing drapes ore silk. nowned mansions for clients including
the Vanderbilt, DuPont, Ford, Dodge

and Puliezer families. It was built in Ga-

The house was designed by architect Volk,

Luckily for Avanzoto, Mother Nature hod alieady provided the lond- bles Estates and developed in the cary
scaping of foll coconut palms and the homeowners had brought in whife
sond. All he hod to do was set up comfortable fumiture including platform i : A 4
beds, @ hommock and teak outdoor pleces. He added punches of color, Arthur Vining Davis, head of Aluminum

1960s by industrialist and philanthropist

porticulorly fuchsia and yellow, with pillows, bedspreods ond rugs. ™ Company of America (Alcoa).

waonled 1o make it really look like Miomi, and | do love color,” he says.

Gouzy curtoins attached to simple feak pergolas aflow for o breeze and . ' =
fots of pillows made with weather-proof fabrics and colorful rugs add 1o o The newly decorated house lives up to its
relaxing outdoor experience. esteemed heritage. ©
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The 30-foot-long living room hos sev-
erol seating areas that can occommodate
20 or so guests. The couple frequently
entertains and requested o large but cozy
space thal would moke guests feel com-
fortable. The lorge painting Is an original
Femando Botero, called “Comera Degll
Sposi® (“Chamber of Newlyweds™). The
sofos were designed by Avanzato for the
room. The ormchairs with blue seats are . - {
English antiques Avanzato bought in Lon- - : i . \ “The owness brought out ol of these wonderful um-
don. The chairs with lion heads on the brelios they brought back from Indoneska, We walled
orms are Swedish antiques. The end fo- - € until the mogic hour—iwilight,” soys Avanzato. “We
bles are reproductions made by Avanzato, . wanted to moke the courtyord romantic.” The mos!
The smoll palnting s by Arshile Gorky. Al- = e T , g y 3 Importont design aspect for 0 romantic spoce is the
though the paintings perfectly comple- * N g . E ‘s lighting. Overhaad Ughts cre besl, he says, ond ofily
ment the room’s scole and colors, Avan- ) Tt condles on the table: The lights shouldn'y, be bright
2oto didn't see the ort until ofter the room ond there should be no glore. The furniture Hos to be
was done. "Don’t decorote around art,” he . ! functional and moveable since you don’t want it out
soys. “The pointings should come In ot ail of the time. Use folding chalrs ond an outdoor fo-
the last moment. At is very personal.” ble, then set the stoge fo make 1he sefting romantic

72 THE BOCA RATON OBSERVER




Demscaua: La biblioteca, unico lugar que rompe
con la suave luz y los colores claros del resto de
1a casa, Las cortinas y la madera cobran un rol
protagonico en este cuarto. Sobre la chimenea,
ol Nature Mocte de Leger. Anaso: La habitacion
con la obra estrella Téte de femme, de Renoir,
unica decoracion de este espacio. PAcina
oruesTa: Vista del comador principal

Otra obra de Bravo se asoma al fondo
del vestibulo principal, adornado también
por exquisitas esculturas y una sobria
orquidea; ¢l sonido de nuestros pasos se
amortigua por las alfombras onientales
que visten la residencia, con excepcion del
vestibulo, donde lo evidente se convierte
en un juego de ilusiones; una allombra es
simulada, dibujada sobre el suelo, “Utilicé
diferentes técnicas decorativas de pintura
realizadas por técnicos y artistas france-

ses, a través de las cuales realicé la crea-

ci6n del electo i tapete pintado en el

el disefiador

el M B esta residencia se olvida por momentos

principal se viste de flores y antigucdades

vestibulo™, expi

Nada parece

oo de Fasion Ui o e peoie. L@ EpoC@ en que nos encontramos, la

nen principalmente de Los Angeles, Nuev:

York, Loncies y Mismi Bl wo s de - 1OR0OLONEQ habitual de nuestro presente

madera en L casa cobra importancia en la

e este matenial se extiende

biblioteca, dor

desde el suclo hac

las paredes, convirtién-
dola en el lugar mis oscuro de la casa, aun-

como

que no por cllo exento de luz, Obr
el Nature Morte, de Fernand Leger, le afiaden
luminosidad a la estancia

Las habitaciones privadas  contingan
con la elegante decoracidn, asi como con

las obras de arte; Tée de femme, de Augustc

Renoir, reposa tranquila pero imponente
cntre las tonahdades amanllas de la recd-
mara principal, conviriéndose en la tnica
decoracion de este cuarto,

r del ju de simetrias utili-

zado, la casa insistc en romper con la
monotonia. Avanzato pudo dar rienda
suclta a su imaginacion para la decora-
cibn, asi como para la eleccion de cada
color y pieza de la residencia, los cuales

contrastan con la suave luz que entra a

través de las pesadas cortinas, que insis-

1 1 aislarnos del mundo pero también

del ticmpo: la casa de Coral Gables, con
su eclecticismo, nos hace olvidar por
momentos la época en que nos encon

1tonia habitual de nues

tramos, la me

tro presente. No queda duda de que el

verdadero protagonista es ¢l arve. W

118  www.architecturaidigest.com.mx




